Order Lessons and Activities

23

____    _____    3- Can the abstractions be related to

concrete   materials   that   can   be

taught first?
_____    _____    4. Do the abstractions provide a more

complete   understanding   of the

content?

If "Yes" is the answer to these questions, then
probably the concrete-to-abstract sequence would be
ippropriate for you to use.

General-to-Specific Sequence

A fourth way of ordering information is termed a
general-to-specific sequence. This technique means that
the entire final outcome and use of the information is
presented first as an overview to demonstrate the pur-
pose and intent of instruction. Then more specific and
detailed information about components of the total in-
formation and skill base can be presented. The over-
view helps learners to categorize specific Information
and to determine the relationships of the various
specific information to each other. General-to-specific
sequences are especially useful when presenting large
amounts of moderately difficult Information. Fre-
quently science topics can be presented in this fashion.
Figure 9 illustrates the general-to-specific sequence for
ordering content.

Among the questions you should ask in order to deter-
mine if the general-to-specific sequence is appropriate
for you to use are:

Yes

No

1, Can you present the overview of
the information in a concise and
useful manner?

2, Can specific information, concepts
and examples be grouped into cate-
gories that can be presented as part
of a total picture?

____ ____ 3. Can the meaning of the whole of

skills and information be enriched
by emphasizing the similarities and
differences among component
parts?

____ ____ 4. Can specific information, character-
istics, actions and requirements be
deduced from more general state-
ments?

If "Yes" is the answer to these questions, then per-
haps the general-to-specific sequence would be useful
to you.

Specific-To-General Sequence

The fifth way to sequence information is termed the
specific-to-general mode of ordering. Frequently it re-
quires you to provide more guidance to the learner be-
cause the overall picture will not become clear for some
period of time. However, it does encourage active par-
ticipation and thorough understanding. It is similar to
both the concrete-to-abstract and the simple-to-com-
plex sequencing procedures in that each step usually
involves use and presentation of progressively more
difficult information. It differs from concrete-to-ab-
stract sequencing because frequently the information
presented in the specific-to-general sequence will be
largely abstract at all levels. It differs from the simple-to-
complex sequencing because much of the basic infor-
mation will be complex while terminal information may
be application or additional combinations or divisions
of original information.
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